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Help us 

save the 

falling 

angel! 

The Angel has moved to an acute angle. The 

summer drought has been unkind to old 

graves.  The winter rains saturate the clay 

soil. It  is only a matter of time before gravity 

will make the marble statue fall.  

The white marble (over  three tonnes) will 

require expertise and care to place some 

steel reinforcement  and new foundation. 

Our aim is to save the angel from falling. 

It has always been a focus of interest and is 

found in Presbyterian D. 

Planning is under way to raise funds and  

work through the procedure of repair. 

If you can help us in any way to achieve our 

goal, please register your interest with us. 

 Any help in  looking after forgotten graves 

will be welcome. 

Please email noeline_erceg@xtra.co.nz or 

phone Colleen 813-4104  

 

Historic Cemeteries and Conservation 

Trust of New Zealand have a web site. They 

have guidelines and  helpful tips on how to 

approach grave conservation. 

 

 
This is the grave of Elizabeth Wallis and Dr James Wallis, who lived in Peel St Grey Lynn. 

Elizabeth Wallis (nee Pook) was born in 1824, Edinburgh, Scotland. Married in 1868 and arrived 

1876 in Auckland  aged 52 years. She died August 7 1904 aged 80 years. Her Epitaph reads:  

“ One of the best and noblest of Christian Women. The friend of man and beast.” 

In the NZ Herald, on 27 May 1912, the eulogy of Dr James Wallis described him as a minister of 

the Established Church of Scotland, surgeon, politician, scholar. “A man of unusually vigorous 

character and possessed remarkable intellectual powers.” 

Dr James Wallis was born in Aberdeenshire 1825, he graduated from university 1844, and 

qualified as a surgeon in 1863, He wanted to be a medical missionary. Two years later, he arrived 

in New Zealand via Africa and Australia. 1877-1881 was the time he represented Auckland City 

West and House of representatives. He allied with Sir George Grey. Dr Wallis built the church 

known as Newton Kirk. He did not enter the Presbyterian Church of NZ but stayed independent. 

This caused dissention and some of the congregation broke away to form St David’s Church in 

Grey Lynn. Many citizens of the older generation were married by him. He was a Greek Scholar. 

Elizabeth was an accomplished writer of poetry. They must have had some status in turn of the 

century Auckland. 

 



1. View restoration done by families 

Waikumete Cemetery  

Australasia’s Second largest Cemetery and  also New Zealand’s Largest Military Cemetery 

Wildflowers, rare fauna & flora 

Habitats for fish, reptiles, mammals and birds 

Headstones covering 126 years of styles and genealogical data 
A Conservation Plan for Waikumete was written by Waitakere City Council and adopted in 2001.  

Under the plan, the history, background, status and all aspects of Waikumete Cemetery are well 

documented and covered. In making future plans, much is still relevant. 

Preservation and protection of all the aspects of Waikumete is to be undertaken and provided for . 

The Historic Area is in decline and very little restoration has been carried out. This must be addressed and 

adequate funding set aside to do necessary work to restore and maintain the historic headstones. 

Thankyou to Colleen Ducker who made submissions to Auckland Council on our behalf.  

Requests: Wish List 

An annual budget be set for major restoration work to be undertaken in the historic area of the cemetery. 

The budget needs to be disclosed publicly and “ The Friends” be involved in the restoration planning. 

Comment from the Chair 

There appears to be no plan or procedure to maintain the upkeep on Graves of Significance. The chairman 

and another committee member attended the Heritage/Historic Character Symposium and studied the 

affect the unitary plan will have for all that fits into these categories.  “Demolition by Neglect!” summed 

it up. 

We take inspiration from  listening to John Pickering, a genealogist ,who has a passion to restore broken 

Headstones surrounding St  Mary’s Cathedral  in New Plymouth. (Radio NZ National website 

interviewed by Jim Mora Thurs June 6) 

 

Cleaning and sweeping. Brush, spade, water.  Easy, manageable grave, removing vegetation to keep grave in tact. 

Toppled graves too heavy to lift, need monumental mason advice and assistance. Need to find family???? 

2. The  Iron mouldings become brittle and break 3. A War Grave restored. 



  

 
 

ANZAC Day 2013 
We will remember them 

Major General 
 Sir George Spafford Richardson  

K.b.e., C.B., CMG., cbe.,  
the Legion of Honour (of France).,  

Belgian Croix de Guerre  
1868-1938 

Soldier, Administrator, Leader 
 

Sir George Richardson enlisted in the British Royal Regiment of 

Artillery in 1886 and was seconded to the NZ Forces as an 

instructor in gunnery in 1891 and rose to the rank of Major by 1912 

With the outbreak of World War One in 1914, He went to France, 

as Chief of Staff. He organised a force of 25,000 men for the 

defence of Antwerp. 

His division went to Gallipoli where he rose to the rank of Brigadier 

General. 

He was appointed NZ Administrator to Western Samoa in 1923 

and promoted to Major General. 

He was made a KBE in June 1925 

Sir George retired in 1928 and worked assiduously for Returned 

Servicemen especially the disabled. 

In 1935, he entered Local Body Politics was deputy mayor at the 

time of his death,11 June 1938 

He was given full Military Honours at his funeral.  Over 2,000 

attended. Burial in Waikumete Cemetery, Soldiers E, Row 1, Plot 1.  

Lady Caroline Richardson, nee Warren, married in 1892, had 

four sons and two daughters. She devoted most of her time to 

home and family. Sadly,  three sons died serving in the army. 

One son was killed in a Territorial Force accident shortly before the 

war. Lieutenant Hugh  of the Second NZ Expeditionary Force,  was 

killed in action at Sidi Rezegh in the Western Desert on Dec 1st 

1941, aged 28. He is buried in Knightsbridge War Cemetery, 

Acroma, Libya( Source-Auckland War Memorial Museum 

Cenotaph data base)  

Guy, (Captain NZEF), died 31/8/1945 aged 37 years from wounds 

suffered while serving with the Division. He was buried in 

Waikumete Soldiers Area G. Lady Caroline, died three days after 

Guy’s funeral on 6/9/1945.  

We were very proud to participate in the Anzac Service. Gary Marshall, President of Friends of Waikumete 

laid a wreath on our behalf.  The Dawn Parade had candles lit in front of Graves. Flame torches were lit at 

the gate entrance all day.  
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Friends of Waikumete Inc, 

Annual General Meeting 
Gen Eden Community and Recreational Centre 

Glendale Rd , Glen Eden 

7 August   2013 at 7p.m. 

Guest: Trevor Pollard 
Former President of West Auckland Historical Society 

 

Thankyou to John and all the Walks Team who researched and presented  

the Summer walks. The final walk for the season, named Sea and Steam, 

required taking shelter  from the rain at the chapel.  Ruth wove a spellbinding 

story of the voyage of the ship “Brodick Castle” A Welsh family on board 

survived the journey to live their life in NZ.  

 

Heritage Walk 
Sunday 6th October 1.30-3.30 

Tales from the City of the Dead 
Winter is usually wet  and gumboots are advisable while walking through the 

cemetery. The cemetery has been mowed in the wildflower areas and in 

Historic area. Exploring on a fine day can be most enjoyable. The best time, 

in my opinion are the hours between 10am and 3pm, which is the reverse of 

summer time, when it is considered as “burn time” hours. 

 

 
 
 

 

Ray Kernaghan, Our dear friend and committee member 

passed away on Saturday  29 June  2013 

Our  Deepest Sympathy to Marion  and family 

We deeply feel the loss of Ray who was also involved in the Glen 

Eden Protection Society. Ray  was active  in everything  we did. He 

had a special interest in Glen Eden Pioneers and we counted on him 

to take the Soldiers walk at Anzac time. He was  very community 

minded and participated in  a programme to  voluntarily police the 

Glen Eden Parks to keep them safe from  vandalism.  

We will miss  you. 



Friends of Waikumete Inc. 
P.O Box 20-109 

Glen Eden 
 Invitation to Join our membership 

 
• Our financial year is 30 June 2013-1 July 2014. As a member you will receive our 

newsletter and are welcome to our meetings. 

• Current membership fees are : $10.00 Per single Person    

• Our 2013 AGM is 7 August at 7pm and our meetings are held at the:  

         GLEN EDEN COMMUNITY & RECREATION CENTRE, GLENDALE RD GLEN EDEN 

         In order for members to be able to vote, our constitution states the member must be a 
current financial member. 

• First names...................................................Surname....................................................... 

• Address.............................................................................................................................. 

• .......................................................................................................................................... 

• .......................................................................................................................................... 

• Phone Home.................................................Work............................................................ 

• Signed...........................................................Date............................................................. 

• Email.................................................................................................................................. 

• The above membership will be updated on our membership database and under the 
privacy act will not be given to any other persons or organisations. 

• A Direct Credit Payment can be made to: 06 0185 0169530 00 

• Please include your name in the reference field. 

• Phone 813-4104 or other contacts on newsletter for any queries. 

         Donations for Grave Restoration: 
Save the Angel 

         Please send to Friends of Waikumete Inc. P.O Box 20-109 Glen Eden.  

          or Direct Credit Payment as above. For  receipt purposes: Please send your name and 
address/email address to our secretary colleen.ducker@xtra.co.nz if you are not on our 
database.   

mailto:colleen.ducker@xtra.co.nz

