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Above is Mary Gilligan’s artist’s impression of the entrance to Waikomiti Cemetery as it was known in 

1886.   

A “new gateway” to the cemetery historic area, is being built.  The Friends wish to conserve the rural feel 

to the Historic rear entrance.  A decision  was made for gates to be of similar character to other gate 

entrances.  The March mowing and maintenance shows up the headstones and makes the area inviting 

to explore. 

We meet to clean and tend graves on the last Saturday of the month.  Next meeting Autumn time: 

9.00am March 27.  We are a very small group at present because we are learning ourselves the 

conservation philosophy.  Basically it is discovering the most effective methods.  (Scrub  and wash!!) 

Please join us if you can.  We will be near the chapel area. Consider your health and safety with strong 

footwear, gloves, cleaning tools, sunhats.  A Brush and shovel is handy for removing vegetation off 

graves.   

Recently,  we were invited to study an urban design  draft for Glen Eden and were impressed with the 

thought and  ideas used. Glen Eden evolved as a service town for Waikumete. Sadly, in the past, there 

was never a thought to connect and integrate the two visually. In fact, the opposite happened and  before 

you get to the back gate, you drive through an  industrial area. Piles of concrete are dumped to be seen 

over the fence. When driving along Glenview Rd, we see a group of shrubs, the fire station, the old 

house but nothing to indicate a cemetery until the chapel and the long boundary fence. Thank you 

Caisey Marter, strategic Advisor on Urban planning and Design, for making us aware of needing to plan 

for a better  Glen Eden. 
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 “Through their position, symbols, size and epitaphs, the 

character and social standing can speak to us from 

beyond the grave.  “ 

Colin Bradshaw 

found an article by 

Trevor Yorke in the 

Sept 2009 issue of 

“Who do you think 

you are?” It explains 

types of headstones 

and symbols that 

adorn them.  One 

example of a grave 

with headstone and 

foot is in Anglican A.  

Opposite Sexton’s 

Cottage. 

The Gothic Revival 

Headstone is quite 

common in 

Waikumete.  The 

most characteristic 

feature is the pointed 

arch profile: 

Either with a simple 

beading around its 

edge or a band of 

foliage.  Symbolism 

was limited by the 

tight space under the 

arch and a simple 

emblem or a single 

scene of mourning 

was often all that 

was used 

A beautiful example 

of a headstone with 

the  

pointed arch profile, 

symbolism and 

epitaph.   

Find in Wesley Div A 

Row 2 Plot 1.   

Suggested Websites :www.cemeteries.org.nz  

Waikumete cemetery records www.waitakere.govt.nz, click 

customer service then genealogy search 

http://www.waitakere.govt.nz/


The Hon William Swanson MLC 

• Thomas Henderson, William Swanson and John Logan Campbell were the three Scotsmen who 

made a strong impact on Auckland in this early Auckland time frame.  Their attributes are said to 

be: common sense, canny judgement, hard drive for a hard environment 

• Two de facto marriages did not endear him to polite society.  It was his Maori partners who did 

not want legal marriages because this was a way for securing Maori land 

• His legacy to the local area is his name, like other prosperous kauri millers, his wealth went 

elsewhere.  He was known for his personal generosity and kindness, especially to schools 

• He was a personal friend of Charles Goldie who painted his portrait 1901  

• His grandson, William Bloomfield became the first architect of Maori descent.  Lopdell House 

was designed by him 

• More information to be found in Rugged Determination, Historical Window on Swanson and the 

encyclopaedia of NZ (Google) 

• Find Anglican D Row 1 45-47 In this grave, besides Ani and William Swanson  and Charles , 

their eldest  son, is Norman Bloomfield , who died 3/3/1924 aged 32. Mary, wife of Thomas 

Bloomfield, died 7/10/1947 aged 83 years. Also the ashes of Harriet Colwill who died 3/9/1951 

aged 82 years. 

 

1819 William Swanson was born 30th May, in Leith Scotland.  

He completed a shipwright’s apprenticeship 

1844 Arrived in Auckland and owned two properties in Queen 

Street West (now called Swanson Street).  His first de-

facto wife Mere Ngapoko had two sons, Charles and 

William.  Charles  was buried in this grave in 1930 aged 

81 years. 

1853  After returning from California and death of Mere, his third 

son, George was born to his second de-facto wife Timata 

Titoki.  George was one of the first pupils at Auckland 

Grammar School 

1854 Swanson bought crown land in the area now called 

Swanson and ran a logging business.  He pioneered the 

use of timber dams for transporting logs 

1855 Married Ani Rangitunoa from the powerful Ngati Whatniapiti 

tribe in Hawkes Bay.  They had five children: Walter, Annie, 

Mary, Harry and Harriet 

1861 Timber milling interest ceased, turned to a political career  

1863 Elected to represent West Ward of Auckland City Board of 

Commissioners 

1871 was elected MP for Newton.  He helped construct and pass the 

Education Act 1877 stating that school had to be free, secular 

and compulsory 

1882  Return of Freeholders showed that he owned 342 acres of land 

to value of £13,189 

1897 4th January, Ani died aged 70.  William outlived her by six years  

1903 23rd April, died of heart failure, aged 84 years 



“I see the 

cemetery as 

more than a 

graveyard.  

Rather a place 

that respects the 

dead and 

welcomes the 

living”  

Barry Shaw 

Treasure the 

tranquillity 

Discover your heritage 

Maintain monuments 
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